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Wayne County Foundation Selected for Giving Indiana Funds for Tomorrow: GIFT IX 

Richmond, Ind. — The Wayne County Foundation has received a grant of $1.5 million from Lilly 
Endowment Inc. through the Community Support Grant component of the ninth phase of its 
Giving Indiana Funds for Tomorrow (GIFT IX) initiative. This is one of 92 Community Support 
Grants being awarded through GIFT IX, a statewide Lilly Endowment initiative designed to 
support the efforts of community foundations to strengthen the quality of life in the 
communities they serve.  

The Community Support Grant is designed to provide the Wayne County Foundation with 
flexible funding to enhance its grantmaking capacity to address compelling, near-term needs in 
its county. The Foundation will have up to three years to use its grant to address community-
driven priorities. 

“We are deeply grateful for the continued support of Lilly Endowment,” said Rebecca Gilliam, 
Executive Director of the Wayne County Foundation. “GIFT IX will allow us to build upon the 
incredible work underway across the county and provide transformative opportunities for our 
communities to thrive.” 

With the grant, the Foundation, through Forward Wayne County, will be able to create positive 
change in communities throughout Wayne County. This includes investing in recreational 
amenities, improving the appearance of downtown areas, developing placemaking strategies, 
and strengthening nonprofit Main Street organizations. 

“Through recent countywide strategic planning and strong community feedback, we were able to 
quickly identify areas of focus to utilize our grant dollars,” said Acacia St. John, Program Director 
for Forward Wayne County. “The next three years will continue to transform our communities 
around Wayne County.” 

Lilly Endowment created the GIFT initiative in 1990 to help local communities in Indiana 
develop the philanthropic capacity to identify local needs and challenges and work with other 
organizations and residents to help their communities thrive. Through GIFT IX, Lilly Endowment 
has allocated up to $271.5 million to support Indiana’s community foundations in growing their 
financial resources and further strengthening their ability to address their community’s highest-
priority challenges and opportunities. 

 

 



About the Wayne County Foundation: 

Founded in 1979, the Wayne County Foundation was one of the first 12 community foundations 
in the state of Indiana. The Foundation exists to foster and encourage private philanthropic 
giving, to enhance the spirit of community, and to improve the quality of life in the Wayne 
County, Indiana, area now and for future generations.  

About Lilly Endowment Inc.: 

Lilly Endowment Inc. is an Indianapolis-based, private philanthropic foundation created in 1937 
by J.K. Lilly Sr. and sons J.K. Jr. and Eli through gifts of stock in their pharmaceutical business, Eli 
Lilly and Company. While those gifts remain the financial bedrock of the Endowment, the 
Endowment is a separate entity from the company, with a distinct governing board, staff and 
location. In keeping with the founders’ wishes, the Endowment supports the causes of 
community development, education and religion and maintains a special commitment to its 
hometown, Indianapolis, and home state, Indiana.  
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